General Education Committee

November 10, 2008

Adam’s Conference Room

Minutes

Attending: Mike Vail, Becky Niece, Brett Armstrong, Sam Stueckle, Alan Smith, Paul Christianson, Kathy Mowry, Carol Maxson, Ruth Cox, 
· Absent: Jea Agee, Michael Karounos
1. Prayer (Mike Vail)
2. Approved of 10/1/08 minutes.
Old Business 

3. 2008-09 Assessment 

· Lena Welch is collecting videotaped speeches from COM 1010 for assessment. Speeches will be available by Nov 30 and can be assessed early in the Spring semester. We will be asking for volunteers to assess speeches @ $5.00 per speech.
· Self-generated School of Religion questions were administered to freshman Life, Calling and Purpose course as pre-test. (n=180) Results on the questions dealing with religion – goal was 70% - averaged 65% on the Pre-Test. (See attached summary)

· MAPP test – have administered three (3) sessions thus far – better than previous year. Of the 36 potential students, 32 completed the test; one was a no-show; two (2) students needed special conditions – but did not notify the proctor at the beginning of the test so could not make the modifications; one (1) left after an hour of testing and did not return. We need to purchase more tests for the spring capstone courses. The range of time used in taking the test is 40 minutes to 2 hours.  At this point there is good support from the faculty.

4. Edited 2007-8 and 2008-9 General Education Assessment Forms forwarded to TNU Assessment Office.
New Business 

5. Faculty/Admin Meeting program, December 1, 2008—discussion: 
· Purpose: informational, helping faculty:

· understand the purpose of General  Education program

· understand the General Education assessment cycle
· Desired outcomes: Faculty will

· change faculty and student attitudes about the importance of General Education courses and contribution of General Education courses to major fields of study
· gain ideas to use during pivotal advising sessions with students

· feel a sense of ownership of General Education program by voicing ideas and suggestions for improving the program

· General Education Committee has the option of hosting a second faculty meeting this school year.

· Suggested outcome: That faculty be more integrative in their approach to General Education instruction—drawing examples and settings from and demonstrating how the General Education course relates to various disciplines

· TNU Mission: TNU “is a Christian community providing education for leadership and service.” What does it mean to be educated for leadership and service? How does what a faculty member does in the classroom contribute to developing graduates who are educated for leadership and service?
· A suggestion was made that TNU advocate a type of scholars’ program like the Fulbright Scholars – strength attracts strength. Among other things, foreign language requirements and offerings should be examined.
· A statement was made that TNU needs an Academic Excellence Vision

Next Meeting

6.  Monday, November 17, 2008, 10:00-!0:50am in the Adam’s Conference Room. Additional meetings: Wednesday, November 21, 2008, 10:00-10:50am in Waggoner second floor conference room. Friday, November 23, 2008, 10:00-10:50am in Waggoner second floor conference room. 

7. Agenda items: Complete planning for December 1, Faculty/Admin Meeting and 
act on curricula submissions from Science and Mathematics Department 
and, proposed change to computer literacy statement and courses. 
2008-9 General Education Pre-Test

Name: ___________________________

Instructions: Write the letter of the correct answer in each box.
World Religions

1. Which of the following is NOT an Abrahamic religion? 

A. Judaism

B. Islam

C. Christianity

D. Buddhism

2. Which of the following is a monotheistic religion?

A. Zoroastrianism

B. Judaism

C. Hinduism

D. Buddhism

3. Which of the following religions includes portions of the Christian Bible in its sacred book?

A. Taoism

B. Confucianism

C. Islam

D. Sikhism

4. Which religion talks about salvation as following the noble eight-fold path?

A. Hinduism

B. Christianity

C. Buddhism

D. Islam

5. Which of the following religions speaks of nirvana as the ultimate form of salvation?

A. Hinduism

B. Taoism

C. Shintoism

D. Christianity

Biblical Themes
6. The story that is central to the confession of the faith of God’s people in the Old Testament is

A. The Creation

B. The Exodus

C. The Kingship of David

D. The Building of the Temple in Jerusalem

7. The central theme of Jesus’ teaching, preaching, and ministry was

A. The gifts of the Spirit for followers

B. The fulfillment of the prophets of the Old Testament

C. Healings of disease and exorcisms of demons

D. The Kingdom of God was arriving

8. Which statement most directly reflects the covenant between God and his people?

A. Be holy because I am holy

B. Go into the world and make disciples

C. I will be your God and you will be my people

D. You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation

9. Which of the following is NOT a primary portrayal of Jesus in at least one of the Gospels?

A. The Jewish Messiah who suffers and dies

B. The Word of God who has come in the flesh

C. Savior of both non-Jewish and Jewish people

D. The loving God who has pacified the blood-desiring God of the Hebrew people

10. In Acts and the letters of Paul, who or what is understood to be continuing the ministry of Jesus Christ?

A. The geo-political nation of Israel

B. Any nation that whose legal and judicial systems are based on Judeo-Christian principles

C. The Church

D. Since the ministry of Jesus is unique, once Jesus’ earthly ministry ended, no one entity is to be viewed as continuing his ministry

Christian Conviction

11. Belief in the triune nature of God is a central Christian conviction.

T.
True

F.
False

12. A central conviction in the Wesleyan understanding of the Christian life is that the Christian sins everyday in word, and in thought, and in deed.

T.
True

F.
False

13. A conviction of Christianity is that the Lord’s Supper and Baptism are means of grace.

T.
True

F.
False

14. A Christian conviction is that one can come to saving faith apart from Jesus Christ.

T.
True

F.
False

15. A Christian conviction is that the Holy Spirit works through the church.

T.
True

F.
False

	2008-9 General Education

	Self-Generated Question Pre-test

	Freshmen Leadership, Calling and Service Course

	October 8, 2008


	 
	Question
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Student
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	 

	Key
	D
	B
	C
	C
	A
	B
	D
	C
	D
	C
	T
	F
	T
	F
	T
	 

	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	% Correct
	80
	56
	77
	35
	58
	61
	47
	68
	66
	84
	80
	35
	69
	82
	75
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	Student Average
	65


[image: image1.emf]Self-Generated Quest Pre-Test

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

No. Correct Answers

No. Students

Series1

1 1 1 5 8 12 13 19 25 27 27 25 15 9 6

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15



2.

