
General Education Committee
November 19, 2008, 10:00am-10:50am

Waggoner Conference Room
Agenda

1. Welcome/Prayer

2. Review notes from Nov 17, 2008 meeting (We’ll consider today’s meeting as Part 2 of the Nov 17 meeting for the sake of committee minutes)
Old Business
3. Create a block schedule for the December 1 faculty-administrator meeting  [Action required: determine schedule, assign responsibility, conduct December 1 faculty-administrator meeting.]
· Meeting Purpose: informational, helping faculty:

· understand the purpose of General  Education program

· understand the General Education assessment cycle

· Desired outcomes: Faculty will

· change faculty and student attitudes about the importance of General Education courses and contribution of General Education courses to major fields of study

· gain ideas to use during pivotal advising sessions with students

· feel a sense of ownership of General Education program by voicing ideas and suggestions for improving the program

Block Schedule 
	Estimated Time
	Message/Topic
	Presenter

	0:00-0:05
	Opening prayer/announcements


	

	0:05-0:12
	Purpose of today’s meeting

General Education Assessment overview
Gen Ed Outcomes (Catalog, 15-6)
Assessment Cycle Chart
	Mike Vail

	0:12-0:22
	2007-8 Assessment Items and Resulting Data
Data Is Suspect.
Suggested causes
Suggested data collection solutions: 
Protocol for MAPP (Handout w/ list of capstone courses)
Request cooperation with administering MAPP to capstone course students each semester

[Action Item, Sam: provide comprehensive list of capstone courses]
	Sam Stueckle

	0:22-0:27
	Set context and ask “big idea” questions based on TNU Mission Statement

	Mike Vail

	0:27-0:47
	Faculty response to “big idea” questions

	Moderator: Mike Vail

	0:47-0:50
	Request focus groups in each School/Division/ Department meeting led by GenEd representative
Close
	Mike Vail


Big Ideas:

· General Education Committee has the option of hosting a second faculty meeting this school year.

· Suggested outcome: That faculty be more integrative in their approach to General Education instruction—drawing examples and settings from and demonstrating how the General Education course relates to various disciplines

· TNU Mission: TNU “is a Christian community providing education for leadership and service.” What does it mean to be educated for leadership and service? How does what a faculty member does in the classroom contribute to developing graduates who are educated for leadership and service? [Action Item, Brett: formulate three “big idea” questions—1. What is an educated person? 2. What is TNU’s unique contribution to helping students become “educated persons”? 3. How does the General Education curriculum contribute to students becoming “educated persons”?]
· A suggestion was made that TNU advocate a type of scholars’ program like the Fulbright Scholars—strength attracts strength. Among other things, foreign language requirements and offerings should be examined. Paul elaborated: 
1. Scholars—This is obviously simple in conception but one that needs more attention in my opinion. If we as a university can have students attain tangible “benchmarks,” this can benefit the student and the university. It can help (directly or indirectly) in recruiting, fund raising, program development (maybe) and possibly the “raising of the academic bar.” While this topic has the potential to be examined in much more detail, I think the main idea clearly speaks for itself. 

2. Languages—I see language as a vital part of a liberal arts institution and an area that I would like to see have more of an emphasis at TNU. If nothing else, I think learning a language can be an extremely useful academic exercise, to say nothing of how practical it is in today’s world. I would also be interested to know if a greater emphasis on language would help in recruiting. We could ask ourselves where and how language fits in regarding teaching students to be scholars. We should expect that good students will want to take high-achieving classes.

· A statement was made that TNU needs an Academic Excellence Vision

Other Business
4. Computer Literacy Statement [Action required: edit, approve, submit to Academic Council] 

5. ITI 1900—Information Technologies for the Real World [Action required: review, recommend ITI 1900 to fulfill Level 2 computer literacy]

6. PHY 1xxx—Physics of Sound [Action required: review, recommend PHY1xxx as an option for Natural Sciences tier, Laboratory Science]
7. Next meeting: November 21, 10:00am, Waggoner Conference Room, to consider Computer Literacy proposal and other curricular changes.
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Proposed Change to General Education

Computer Literacy Requirement
I.
Current Catalog Statement (TNU 2008-2009 Catalog, p. 15):

General Education Outcomes . . .

A. Skills . . .

3.
Students will be able to use appropriate technologies in order to learn and communicate.

(TNU 2008-2009 Catalog, p. 47):

Foundations Tier . . .

Computer Literacy – 2 or 3 hours (Choose one according to major)

ITI 1500 – Office and Internet Technologies (2)

SCI 2150 – Introduction to Computer Technology for the Sciences (3)

MUS 2000 – Technology for Music Majors (2)

EDU 2100 – Technology for Educators (2)

II.
Recommended Change (TNU 2008-2009 Catalog, p. 47)

A. Replace: “ITI 1500 – Office and Internet Technologies (2)” with 
“ITI 1900 - Information Technologies for the Real World (2).”

B. Computer Literacy Statement (to be edited into the catalog where appropriate):
All degree-seeking students, by the time they graduate, must demonstrate computer literacy at two levels. Students are highly encouraged to become computer literate early in their careers at Trevecca so that they can effectively use these skills in their courses.
Level 1: At Level 1, students entering the university will demonstrate literacy in word-processing, presentation software, e-mail, basic spreadsheet, internet web searching and information retrieval. Students can demonstrate Level 1 computer literacy by using one of the methods listed below. 

· Passing the Computer Literacy Exam with a score of 70% or better,

· Completing ITI 1500 – Office and Internet Technologies (2) with a grade of C or better, or

· Transfer credit for a course comparable to ITI 1500

Students should attempt the Computer Literacy Exam before registering for a course that teaches Level 1 skills expected of entering students. Students who pass the exam with a score of 70% or better and pay appropriate fees may receiver 2 general elective credits. Level 1 testing is offered as part of the Freshman orientation battery of tests.
Level 2. At Level 2, all degree-seeking students graduating from the university must demonstrate competence in discipline-based computer technologies. Students should consult with their academic advisors to determine if their chosen major requires a specific computer course to fulfill the Level 2 computer literacy requirement. The computer course within a student’s major field will have a required prerequisite of successful completion of Level 1 computer literacy. Level 2 Computer Literacy can be demonstrated by completing the course most closely related to the student’s major from the list below. 

· SCI 2150 – Introduction to Computer Technology for the Sciences (3)

· MUS 2000 – Technology for Music Majors (2)

· EDU 2100 – Technology for Educators (2)

· ITI 1900 – Information Technologies for the Real World (2)

[End recommended Catalog change]
Rationale

The faculty of the current general education technology classes and the TICIT propose replacing the current computer literacy general education requirement with the recommendation beginning on page 1.

The rationale for a change revolves around a number of issues that have come to light in the last few years. These include:

· It has become evident that many students already come to college able to use computer and web technologies that are taught in the current computer literacy general education courses. It is expected that in the future, more students will likely come prepared with basic computer skills needed to perform college work.

· More universities are expecting students to possess the basic computer skills to succeed in college when admitted.
· It has been found that students who already possess the basic technology skills to be effective in college may take the introductory course to acquire “easy credits” rather than testing out or being challenged to extend their technology skills.

· In classes where the range of skills is so wide, it is difficult for the instructor to effectively reach all of the students with new learning. A survey of students finds that a majority are not gaining much new learning from the current introductory classes. Requiring Level 1 computer literacy as a prerequisite to Level 2 courses will ensure discipline-specific, Level 2 computer literacy courses provide new learning opportunities for students.
· Technology is becoming more pervasive in every discipline requiring students to know more than the basic computer skills they have been learning in current general education computer literacy courses. Comments from faculty suggest that we need to keep a technology component because of its importance but upgrade the content and rigor of what is offered.

In light of these thoughts we recommend the following starting with Fall 2009 (see the exact wording on page 1):

Level 1 Computer Literacy. All degree-seeking students entering the university must demonstrate basic computer literacy skills as currently offered as part of the ITI 1500 (Windows operating system, the internet, Web searching, e-mail, word processing, presentation software, and a basic spreadsheet). Credit for Level 1 may be counted as general electives. Skills can be demonstrated by:

Completion of assessment exam

Completion of online course or self-study course

Completion of ITI 1500

Transfer of intro IT course from elsewhere

Level 2 Computer Literacy. All students will be required to complete a computer literacy course (minimum 2 credits) that introduces them to technologies beyond the basic technologies covered in Level 1. Current General Education credits remain unchanged but the expected degree of computer literacy is raised for all students.
The following courses will continue to be taught but will add a pre-requisite for Level 1 computer literacy. Time previously allocated to Level 1 skills in these courses may now be reallocated to advanced technologies appropriate for the discipline.

SCI 2150 – Introduction to Computer Technology for the Sciences (3)

MUS 2000 – Technology for Music Majors (2)

EDU 2100 – Technology for Educators (2)

For other School of Arts and Sciences and School of Religion majors, The School of Business and the TICIT will provide a new course, ITI 1900 – Information Technologies for the Real World, that will provide important computer technologies that students should acquire to function effectively once they leave the university. Thus, the course is not meant to prepare students to use the computer for effective university work (although it will) but to help them to be effective in the workplace or place of calling. Based on input from the various departments the course will include: 

Basic Web design

Creating Databases

Creating marketing materials

Using technology to conduct research

Analyzing trends (demographics)

Using online or technology-based Bible tools

Web 2.0 topics: Blogging, wikis, social networks, etc.
The course proposal form for this course is attached. 

Undergraduate Course Revision/Approval Form

New Course 
_X___
Revised Course ____
Editorial Change ____ (answer A, B, and C9-C11 only)

Credit Hours __2__

Course Number _ITI 1900_ (assigned by the Director of Academic Records after division/school action)

A.
Course Title and Description:

Information Technologies for the Real World

This course seeks to prepare students to use technologies that they will encounter as they pursue their calling in the world. Regardless of discipline students will need to work with databases, web technologies, publishing technologies, financial tools, online resources for Christian ministry, and perform research using computing technologies. Students will have an opportunity to explore and use these technologies in a project-based context. Prerequisites: ITI 1500 or equivalent.

B.
Rationale:

See attached proposal.

C.
Responses to Questions:


1.
Is there qualified full-time faculty to teach the course?


Yes.


2.
Will this course be required for a major?


Yes. All majors will require a minimum 2 credit IT course.


3.
Will this course be required for a minor?


No.


4.
Will this be a General Education course? If so, state explicitly how it fits into the “Outcome Areas”.


Yes. Yes will fulfill General Education computer literacy requirement as part of major.


5.
How often will this course be offered? 

Every semester.


6.
Does this course replace an existing course? If a course is not being deleted, provide an explanation.


No.


7.
Does this course overlap another course?


No.


8.
Will this course be offered as a part of another major?


Yes, the course may be adopted by other majors.


9.
Will this proposal affect any other department or program? If so, please provide the signature of the appropriate Department Coordinator/Division Chair.


Yes. Majors outside Science, Education, and Music.


10.
Will this proposal affect the Teacher Education Program? If so, please provide the signature of the Director of Teacher Education.


No.


11.
What impact will this have on library resources? What, if any significant additions will need to be made to the library?


None.


12.
Does this course or program require/effect a contractual agreement or consortial relationship? If so, has it been reviewed by the vice president for academic affairs?


No.

D. Administration Approval:


Provide date of unit/committee action along with appropriate signatures.


1. 
Department ____________________________________________________


2.
Division _______________________________________________________


3.
School Dean ___________________________________________________ (required for consideration)

4.
General Education (if it is a general education course/program) ________________________________________

5. Academic Council _______________________________________________
APPENDIX D

Undergraduate Course Revision/Approval Form

New Course 
_x___
Revised Course  ____
Editorial Change ____  (answer A, B, and C9-C11 only)

Credit Hours __3__

Course Number _PHY1xxx___   (assigned by the Director of Academic Records after division/school action)

A.
Course Title and Description:

The Physics of Sound

A practical introduction to the basic principles of physics that govern the production, perception, recording and reproduction of music and sound.   Topics discussed include simple harmonic motion, waves, resonance, spectral analysis, audio electronics, auditorium acoustics and hearing.   The laboratory component of this course provides hands-on experiments that illustrate many of the topics covered in the class.  Prerequisite: MAT1055 
B.
Rationale:

The proposed course broadens the scope of the general education laboratory science offerings at Trevecca.  

In addition to meeting the general education needs of Trevecca students, the proposed course specifically benefits and supports the proposed Commercial Music - Music Technology concentration.  By understanding the scientific principles behind music and sound, students majoring in music technology will be better prepared to succeed when facing challenges in their professional careers.  For example, an understanding of resonance can help audio engineers reduce “feedback” in sound reinforcement systems.   Microphone and speaker selection and placement can also be guided by an understanding of the propagation of sound waves.   The knowledge and experience gained in the proposed course will give students a competitive advantage and assist them in becoming leaders in their field.  
C.
Responses to Questions:


1.
Is there qualified full-time faculty to teach the course?

  
Matthew Huddleston and Fred Cawthorne are both qualified to teach this course.

2.
Will this course be required for a major?


This course will be required for the Bachelor of Arts in Commercial Music - Concentration in Music Technology major.


3.
Will this course be required for a minor?


4.
Will this be a General Education course?  If so, state explicitly how it fits into the “Outcome Areas”.



 The proposed course will fulfill the lab science General Education requirement.  The proposed course provides students with a hands-on laboratory experience that illustrates both the general methods of experimental science and the specific scientific principles related to sound and music.   Because of this emphasis, this course directly applies to content area 7, “Students will demonstrate an understanding of the scientific method and the parameters of scientific inquiry.”

Because the proposed course also integrates the use of mathematics and technology while developing problem solving skills, it contributes indirectly to several other outcome areas.  
5. How often will this course be offered?  
This course will be offered alternate years, but could be offered once per year based on demand and student interest.

6.
Does this course replace an existing course?    If a course is not being deleted, provide an explanation.

This course does not replace an existing course.   This course has been re-introduced to support the Bachelor of Arts in Commercial Music - Concentration in Music Technology major.

7.
Does this course overlap another course?

The proposed course offers unique content and presents topics that are not covered at the appropriate level in any other course.


8.
Will this course be offered as a part of another major?

The proposed course will support the Concentration in Music Technology but will not be required by other majors.  Since the proposed course will meet the lab science general education requirement, the course may be beneficial to students with a wide range of majors.

9.
Will this proposal affect any other department or program?  If so, please provide the signature of the appropriate Department Coordinator/Division Chair.

This proposal supports the Bachelor of Arts in Commercial Music - Concentration in Music Technology major and the addition has been requested by the Chair of the Division of Music.
10. Will this proposal affect the Teacher Education Program?  If so, please provide the signature of the Director of Teacher Education.
This proposal does not affect the Teacher Education Program.


11.
What impact will this have on library resources?  What, if any significant additions will need to be made to the library?

Although the purchase of several books will be beneficial, no significant additions will be required.
11. Does this course or program require/effect a contractual agreement or consortial relationship? If so, has it been reviewed by the vice president for academic affairs?
No contractual agreement or consortial relationship is required

E. Administration Approval:


Provide date of unit/committee action along with appropriate signatures.


1.
Department_______________________________________________________


2.
Division __________________________________________________________


3.
School Dean ______________________________________________________ (required for consideration)


4.
General Education (if it is a general education course/program) ____________________      


5.
Academic Council__________________________________________________

7.

