General Education Committee
February 19, 2010, 10:00-10:50am, Adams Conference Room
Agenda

In Attendance: Mike Vail, Carol Maxson, Becky Niece, Kathy Mowry, Michael Karounos, Joe Cole, David Deese, Sam Stueckle
1. Welcome/Prayer

2. Review, edit, approve January 29, 2010 minutes,   http://gened.wiki.trevecca.edu/General+Education+Committee+Minutes Minutes were approved by general consensus 
Old Business
3. Report on Feb 29, 2009 minutes Action Items:
a. General Studies AA Learning Outcomes and Catalog (see attached)
Mike Vail presented Learning Outcomes in a prescribed format for the AA in General Studies to be published in next year’s Catalog.    The Committee reached consensus that it would be consistent / appropriate to have these outcomes in the next years Catalog.  Putting the outcomes in the Catalog was approved by the Committee (Motion: Maxson, Seconded Niece). Assessment was discussed and it was pointed out that in recent years the numbers of students in this program were extremely low / rare, deterring the need for aggressive assessment procedures on the Learning Outcomes of the graduates of the General Studies AA. 
b. General Education Outcomes Review (see attached)

Mike presented drafts (constructed by Mike and Joe) of the re-written General Education Outcomes.  The committee discussed the ramifications of this potential change at length.  In general the committee liked the modifications but questioned the move to broader, more general outcomes from the position of measurability.  Committee members suggested the possibility of the outcomes being interpreted as something that is deviating from their original intent.  Several suggestions were given with regard to the way these outcomes could be organized / re-written.  One suggestion was directed towards the possibility of writing / organizing these Outcomes in a Blooms Taxonomy format.  After several suggestions the Committee made the decision to table this discussion with the intent to study the re-writes, suggestions and feedback from other faculty / departments before the next General Education meeting.   
c. Continuing assessment work with science lab instructors (Sam Stueckle)
Sam Stueckle presented and discussed the rubric for General Biology.  This was discussed by the committee and several questions were asked about the validly and reliability of the new rubric.  Specific concerns addressed the need to have assessment of individuals learning outcomes in situations requiring group work.  Sam assured the Committee this new rubric would address these many of these concerns.  This new rubric was approved by the Committee through General Consensus.  Kathy Mowry and Sam Stueckle also gave an update on the data gathering process for this semester.
d. Information: 

· General Education sponsored Fac-Admin  Meeting rescheduled to Feb 24, 2010. Topic: Designing Critical Thinking Learning Experiences Mike presented the format of the meeting and emphasized to the committee that they need to come prepaired to present their teaching strategies on Critical Learning.
· Art Appreciation I & II approved for General Education Curriculum by Academic Council

· Update on REL4000 writing samples

4. General Education Assessment schedule for 2009-10 MAPP Schedule: 

· Jan 26 REL 4100-Fox (21)

· Jan 27 REL 4000-Daugherty (37)
· Feb 11 REL 4000-Mowry (29)

· Feb 15 REL 4000-Tallman (29)

New/Other Business

5. Other business

6. Next meeting: February 19, 10:00am, Adam’s Conference Room Next Meeting March 31st 
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To: General Education Committee

From: Mike Vail

Date: February 3, 2010

RE: Learning Outcomes for the GenEd portion of General Studies AA (Due March 1)
In our action to keep the course list for General Studies AA, I overlooked the need to add Learning Outcomes to the text. Please review the suggestions below and we will discuss them at the February 19 meeting.

Legend:

Existing catalog copy is in BLACK.

Learning Outcome additions are in BLUE.

Courses that apply to selected Learning Outcomes are have RED notes. The RED will not be shown in new catalog copy.
General Studies AA

The Associate of Arts in General Studies is a two-year program designed for the student who does not desire to concentrate in one major field of study. The program provides the student with a general exposure to the major fields of knowledge with 39-40 hours of required courses and 20-21 hours elective courses selected with the guidance of an advisor. This degree is for students who complete their college work at this level and is not awarded to those who plan a four-year degree.
Selective General Education Outcomes for General Studies AA:
A. Skills

1. Students will be able to research, compose, organize, and deliver a spoken message suitable to the topic, purpose, and audience.

2. Students will demonstrate writing competency by exhibiting an awareness of subject, audience, and purpose, while accurately using grammar, punctuation, and logical organization.

3. Students will be able to use appropriate technologies in order to learn and communicate.

B. Content

1. Students will be able to articulate the fundamental themes of the Scripture as well as the intellectual tools for further study of the scripture.

2. Students will be able to articulate the parameters of the Wesleyan-Holiness tradition and see its connections with intellectual, emotional, spiritual, and physical life.

3. Students will be able to articulate the doctrinal and moral convictions of the Church of the Nazarene.

6. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the aesthetic aspects of Western and non-Western culture.

7. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the scientific method and the parameters of scientific inquiry.

9. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the patterns of human behavior, both past and present.

C. Constructive/Integrative

1. Students will demonstrate an understanding and practice of various modes of intellectual thinking processes.

4. Students will understand the relationship between personal well-being and the capacity to engage others.

5. Students will demonstrate an appreciation of the stewardship of resources, as it applies to personal life and in society as a whole, from a Christian perspective.

7. Students will demonstrate an understanding of cultural diversity, both locally and globally.

General Studies AA Curriculum
	ENG
	1020
	English Composition
	(3)
	A2

	ENG
	1080
	Critical Reading Writing and Thinking
	(3)
	A2, C1

	COM
	1010
	Speech Communication
	(3)
	A1

	REL
	2000
	Introduction to Biblical Faith
	(3)
	B1.

	REL
	3000
	Christian Tradition
	(3)
	B2, B3

	MUS
	1500
	Fine Arts
	(3)
	B6

	BUS
	2010
	Financial Stewardship
	(2)
	C5

	HIS
	1400
	World Civilization I
	
	B9

	
	
	or
	
	

	HIS
	1450
	World Civilization II

(either one may be taken as one of the Social Science options below)


	(3)
	B9

	SOCIAL SCIENCE (choose two)
	(6)
	B9, C4, C7

	     ECO
	2000
	Principles of Macroeconomics
	(3)
	

	     PSY
	2010
	General Psychology
	(3)
	

	     COM
	2010
	Interpersonal Communications
	(3)
	

	     ATH
	3010
	Introduction to Anthropology
	(3)
	

	     HIS
	2010
	U.S. History I
	(3)
	

	     HIS
	2020
	U.S. History II
	(3)
	

	     POL
	2020
	American Political Institutions


	(3)
	

	ITI
	1500
	Office and Internet Technologies
	(2)
	A3, 

	SCI
	1500
	Life Science
	
	B7, C1

	
	
	or
	
	

	SCI
	1600
	Physical Science
	(3)
	B7, C1

	MAT
	1040
	Concepts of Math
	(3)
	C1

	HPE
	1500
	Introduction to Health and Wellness
	(2)
	C4

	
	
	or
	
	

	HPE
	2040
	Personal and Community Health
	(3)
	C4


	Total Required:
	39 or 40 hours

	Electives:
	20 or 21 hours

	Total
	60 hours


To: General Education Committee

From: Mike Vail

Date: Feb 9, 2010

RE: Discussion starter for changes to the Catalog statements on General Education and General Education Outcomes.

The attached document is a DRAFT of possible changes to the Catalog statements on General Education and General Education Outcomes as requested in our January 29 meeting. The item will be on the agenda for our Friday, February 19 meeting. If we come to consensus on the statements, they must be approved by Academic Council which meets on Feb 22. This would be the last opportunity to make Catalog changes in 2010-11.

Thanks for giving this some serious thought.

Mike 

Catalog Copy, p. 16-18.

	INSTITUTIONAL EDUCATIONAL GOALS


	
	

	Trevecca Nazarene University seeks to develop a graduate who:

1. Has a character capable of leadership and service shaped by the habits and practices of the Christian tradition.

2. Has developed the capacity for disciplined reflection on the faith through the ministry of the Church and exposure to the parameters of the Christian faith, especially as it is engendered in the Wesleyan holiness tradition.

3. Understands the literary, artistic, mathematical, and scientific contributions along with the persons, events, and ideas, which have given shape to civilization.

4. Has developed an appreciation for the diversity of insight and perspective evident in the global community.

5. Can write, speak, and use appropriate technologies in order to learn and communicate at a level consistent with an academic community.

6. Has the critical thinking skills and commitment to learning which will foster a lifetime of intellectual growth.

7. Sees life in its cognitive and affective; personal and relational; intellectual and spiritual; emotional, physiological, and physical dimensions in a way that engenders wholeness.

8. Has developed essential skills through practicums, internships, and other educational experiences in the larger community, which will enable him/her to become a productive influence in society.

9. Demonstrates competence in at least one academic discipline commensurate with the professional and degree standards.

The educational goals listed in each academic area are derived from or are in harmony with these institutional goals.


	
	No change. Change would require action by the Board of Trustees.


	GENERAL EDUCATION CORE CURRICULUM OUTCOMES AND OBJECTIVES 

Purpose of the Core Curriculum


	Draft
	Notes

	The purpose of the general education core curriculum is to embody the Christian intellectual life thus helping to fulfill Institutional Educational Goals 1-8. Toward this end instruction is provided in the humanities/fine arts, social/behavioral sciences, natural sciences, religion/philosophy, and the critical reasoning skills essential to an educated Christian capable of leadership and service. All of this arises from the conviction that the liberal arts are best understood through a theological situation of life and learning. The basic assumptions of the general education program reflect the medieval insight that a mature faith seeks understanding. A graduate of the program will be exposed to the broad contours of human knowledge within the specific resources and perspectives offered by the Wesleyan-Holiness tradition. The goal of the general education curriculum is to provide the occasion for the development of a truly Christian understanding in vital conversation with the liberal arts.


	The purpose of the general education core curriculum is to produce graduates who embody the Christian intellectual life thus helping to fulfill Institutional Education Goals 1-8. Toward this end students will engage the humanities/fine arts, social/behavioral sciences, natural sciences, religion/philosophy, and demonstrate the critical reasoning skills essential to an educated Christian capable of leadership and service. All of this arises from the conviction that the liberal arts are best understood through a theological situation of life and learning. The basic assumptions of the general education program reflect the medieval insight that a mature faith seeks understanding. A graduate of the program will demonstrate familiarity with the broad contours of human knowledge within the specific resources and perspectives offered by the Wesleyan-Holiness tradition. The goal of the general education curriculum is for students to develop a truly Christian understanding in vital conversation with the liberal arts.
	Changes seek to emphasize student learning outcomes rather than content to be covered.

	Organization of the Curriculum

The general education program is organized into four tiers, which together prepare the student for academic work toward a specific vocation. The Foundations Tier intends to provide the basic skills necessary for a university education and life-long learning. The Human Sciences Tier seeks to introduce the student to the basic social structures necessary to a meaningful life. The Natural Sciences Tier intends to give the student an understanding of the scientific method, physical and biological sciences, and an appreciation of the environment. The central piece of the general education program is the Contexts Tier. This part of the program is a historically integrated sequence of courses embracing the basic content of a Christian liberal arts education. It is expected that students will take courses from the general education core over the entire four years.


	Organization of the Curriculum

The general education program is organized into four tiers, which together prepare the student for academic work toward a specific vocation. In the Foundations Tier students will develop the basic skills necessary for a university education and life-long learning. From the Human Sciences Tier students will acquire the basic social structures necessary to a meaningful life. From the Natural Sciences Tier students will gain an understanding of the scientific method, physical and biological sciences, and an appreciation of the environment. The central piece of the general education program is the Contexts Tier. This part of the program is a historically integrated sequence of courses embracing the basic content of a Christian liberal arts education. It is expected that students will take courses from the general education core over the entire four years.


	

	General Education Outcomes

The purpose and organization of the general education curriculum is linked to the Institutional Educational Goals. Therefore, it emphasizes Christian character; disciplined reflection; literary, artistic, mathematical, and scientific contributions that have shaped civilization; appreciation for diversity; writing, speaking, and use of technology; critical skills essential to a lifetime of intellectual growth; and a holistic understanding of life. The learning outcomes of the general education curriculum seek to link the Institutional Educational Goals through an emphasis upon skills, content, and constructive/integrative domains of understanding. The curriculum embraces the conception that the four tiers (foundations, human sciences, natural sciences, and contexts) are best understood as involving skills, content, and constructive/integrative domains. While the general education curriculum is organized into tiers, the horizon that informs the core involves these outcomes which run throughout the tiers. In other words, an educated person will possess certain skills and content as a basis of embracing the world through a constructive and integrative theological vision of life and learning. 
	General Education Outcomes

The purpose and organization of the general education curriculum is linked to the Institutional Educational Goals. Therefore, the curriculum is a context of Christian character; disciplined reflection; literary, artistic, mathematical, and scientific contributions that have shaped civilization; within which students may develop an appreciation for diversity; writing, speaking, and use of technology; critical skills essential to a lifetime of intellectual growth; and a holistic understanding of life. The learning outcomes of the general education curriculum seek to link the Institutional Educational Goals through an emphasis upon skills, content, and constructive/integrative domains of understanding. The curriculum embraces the conception that the four tiers (foundations, human sciences, natural sciences, and contexts) are best understood as involving skills, content, and constructive/integrative domains. While the general education curriculum is organized into tiers, the horizon that informs the core involves these outcomes, which run throughout the tiers. In other words, an educated person will possess certain skills and content as a basis of embracing the world through a constructive and integrative theological vision of life and learning. 
	


	A. Skills
	
	Intent of changing outcomes is to reduce the number without threatening departmental courses previously approved for General Education.

	1. Students will be able to research, compose, organize, and deliver a spoken message suitable to the topic, purpose, and audience.

2. Students will demonstrate writing competency by exhibiting an awareness of subject, audience, and purpose, while accurately using grammar, punctuation, and logical organization.


	Students will demonstrate competency in oral and written communication exhibiting an awareness of topic, purpose, and audience while accurately using standard English.
	Combine A1 with A2

	3. Students will be able to use appropriate technologies in order to learn and communicate.


	
	Dropped by 2009 action of GenEd and Academic Council 

	B. Content
	
	

	1. Students will be able to articulate the fundamental themes of the Scripture as well as the intellectual tools for further study of the scripture.


	Students will be able to articulate the fundamental themes of the Holy Bible as well as the intellectual tools for further study of the scripture.
	Specifying Holy Bible with sensitivity to students from other religious traditions

	2. Students will be able to articulate the parameters of the Wesleyan-Holiness tradition and see its connections with intellectual, emotional, spiritual, and physical life.

3. Students will be able to articulate the doctrinal and moral convictions of the Church of the Nazarene.

(C)2. Students will be able to define and apply Christian convictions to their own lives.

	Students will be able to articulate the parameters of Wesleyan-Holiness tradition, doctrinal and moral convictions of the Church of the Nazarene and their connection with intellectual, emotional, spiritual, and physical life individually and collectively.
	Combine B2 with B3 and C2.

	7. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the scientific method and the parameters of scientific inquiry.

8. Students will demonstrate the ability to understand and perform basic mathematical and statistical tasks to analyze and solve problems.


	Students will demonstrate an understanding of the scientific method, the parameters of scientific inquiry and quantitative analysis to analyze and solve problems.
	Combine B7 with B8

	4. Students will demonstrate an understanding of world religions and their relationship to Christianity.

5. Students will be able to read a variety of fiction and nonfiction works, Western and non-Western, with comprehension as demonstrated by the ability to identify, organize, synthesize, and evaluate main ideas and elements.

6. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the aesthetic aspects of Western and non-Western culture.

9. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the patterns of human behavior, both past and present.
	Students will demonstrate an understanding of Western and non-Western civilization, human behavior, and religion through historical, literary, and aesthetic records. 
	Combine B4 with B5, B6 and B9


	C. Constructive/Integrative
	
	

	1. Students will demonstrate an understanding and practice of various modes of intellectual thinking processes.


	
	No change

	2. Students will be able to define and apply Christian convictions to their own lives.


	
	Combine C2 with B2 and B3. Drop C2.

	3. Students will be able to integrate the basic liberal arts and academic major with the fundamental doctrinal/moral convictions of the Christian faith

6. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the importance of Christian leadership and service in a global community.


	Students will be able to integrate the basic liberal arts and academic major with the fundamental doctrinal/oral convictions of the Christian faith compelling them to Christian leadership and service in the global community.
	Combine C3 with C6

	4. Students will understand the relationship between personal well-being and the capacity to engage others.

7. Students will demonstrate an understanding of cultural diversity, both locally and globally.

	Students will demonstrate an understanding of cultural diversity, both locally and globally, engaging others from a position of personal well-being.
	Combine C4 with C7

	5. Students will demonstrate an appreciation of the stewardship of resources, as it applies to personal life and in society as a whole, from a Christian perspective.


	
	No Change


